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REPORT. 




The committee, to whom the Report was re-committed, 
which was made from the Committee to whom the Report of Mr. Rennie, 
respe£iing aLine of Road iroraDumfries to Newton Stewart^ hy LochKenUy 
together with Eftimates and Plans of Bridges to be conRm£led over 
the said Loch, were referred ; to examine the Matter thereof ; — and 
who were inftrufted to consider of the Report, which upon the 1 5th day 
of June 1809, was made from the Committee, on'the Report, Surveys, 
ERimates and Plans, made by Thomas Telford and others, by the Order 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, for facilitating and improv- 
ing the Communication between England and Ireland, from the City of 
Carlisle, by the North-weft of Scotland, and, who were empowered to 
rejjort their Observations and Opinion thereupon to the House ; — Have 
come to the following Report. 

Y our Committee having examined, inveftigated, and considered the Subje6t 
of the said Report of Mr. B.ennie% and also the Report of Mr. Telford, 
presented to the Lords of tiieTreasury on the i6th of March laft, together with 
the several Eftimates, Surveys, and Plans referred to them ; and also the Report 
of Yonr Committee, presented to this honourable House on the 15th June 1809, 
and the several Surveys, Plans, Eftimates, and Evidence thereto annexed or 
referred to ; and made Enquiries respe6ting the beft mode of facilitating the 
Communication between the City of Carlisle and Port Patrick ■, — 

Your Committee are of Opinion, in addition to the Report and Opinion of 
the Committee to this honourable House on the 15th June 1809, that very great 
public advantage would arise to the United Kingdom, and more particularly to 
His Majefty’s Troops, and to all such persons who may be under the necessity of 
marching and travelling from and to England to Ireland by way of Port Patrick 
and the North-weft of Scotland, that such of the several Bridges and Roads 
mentioned in and recommended by the said Reports of the said John Rennie and 
Thomas Telford, as are hereinafter mentioned, should be built and made ; and 
that public aid should be granted for those purposes, to the extent and in 
manner after mentioned 5 videlicet, 

That a proper and sufficient Bridge should be built over the River Esk near 
Garistoxen, \xi the Coy\\:ity of Cumbeiland, eftimated in 1808 at .^.6,880 — and 
another Bridge over llie River Sark, in the Counties of Cumberland and Dumfries, 
eftimated in the same year at £. 1,050 — and that a proper Road fliould be made 
from the Bank of the 'River Eden Carlisle, across the said Bridges, to ICrtle 
Bridge in the County of Dmnfries, being about ten miles in length, and eftimated 
in 1811 at .,£’.13,202 i all according to the Reports, Plans, and Eftimates of the 
said Thomas Teford, annexed to the former Report; and which Your Com- 
mittee recommend fliould be wholly borne and paid by the Public, as the 
Counties through which the same will pass, are already subject to an enormous 
charge for the support of Bridges, and cannot be induced to contribute tliereto, 
the same being of little benefit to them or to individuals jn those Counties, but 
will be of the moft essential public advantage, as it will not only save five miles, 
but convert two ftages into one. 

Your Committee are also of Opinion, that the Bridges over tlie River Eden at 
Carlisle, over the River oX or netiv Castle Douglas, over the "Kwev Kami at 
or near New Galloioai/, and also over Lough Ke 7 in at or near Loup Eye, recom- 
119. - mended 
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mended by Mr. Telford and Mr. Rennie, s]iould be built ; and that one moiety 
of the Expense of building tlie same should be paid by the Public, according to 
the Eftimates already made by Mr. Telford and Mr. Rennie viz. 



Whole Expense. 



Half Expense. 



£■ 

10,1 14. - 

s,gi8. - 

6.983. - 
5.4»i. - 
8,717. - 



- - Towards building the Bridge over the River 

Eden at Carlisle ; being one half of the Efti mate 
of the expense of building the same - - - 

- - The like, towards building the Bridge over the 

Dee at or near Caftle Douglas , - 

- - Towards building tbe Bridge over the Cree at 

or near Newton Stewart - 

- - Towards building the Bridge over the River 

Kenn at or near New Galloway - - _ 

- - Towards building the Bridge over Lough Kenn 

at Loup Eye ------- 



£■ s. d. 
10,057 



L459 

3,496 10 — 
2,710 10 — 
4,358 10 — 



£. 22,081 10 — 



Your Committee are also of Opinion, That a new Road should be made from 
Olenluce to Tort Patrick, as pointed out by Mr. Telford in his said Report, whicli 
w'ill be a level Road, and four miles and a quarter nearer than the present Road 
•by Stranraer : — And the Committee, for the same reasons as are stated with 
•regard to the Road near Carlisle, recommend that, this Road should be wholly 
made at the public expense, which has been eftimated at ^.8,859. 

Your Committee recommend, that the several Sums above-mentioned should be 
■contributed by the Public, for the several purposes before ftated, upon condition, 
that sufficient Security should be given, to the satisfadlion of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, that the County, Borough, or Diftrift, or some Indivi- 
tluals interefted in the support of the said Bridges and Roads, should pay every 
expense in making and' completing the same in an effieftual manner, beyond the 
•several sums contributed by the Public, and that the same should for ever there- 
after be repaired and supported for the public u,se, by such County, Stewartry, 
Diftridl, .or Individuals. And Your Committee are of Opinion, that the Bridges 
over the Dee at Castle Douglas, over the Cree at Neivtoii Stezoart, over the RiVer. 
Kenn at Nezv Galloxoay, and over the Eden at Carlisle, should be hrft built, s&- 
.the most urgent for the public service and advantage. 

ABSTRACT, diewing the Sums recommended to be paid by the Public, 

£■ 

Bridge over the River Esk near Garistown - - 6,8 So 

D® - over the River Sark - - _ . 1,050 

Road from Carlisle to Kirtle Bridge - _ 13,202 

Moiety, of Expense of the Five other above-mentioned 

Bridges - - . - - - 22,081 

Road between Glenluce and Portpatrick - - 8,859 

Total - - 52,072 

Tills, advanced in Three Years, will be - X 17,357 annually. 



Yotir Committee have annexed, by wav of Appendix, the Reports of Mr. Telford 
nnd Mr. Rennie ; together with a Map, llievving the situation of the said Bridges ; 
and also reduced Plans of the several Bridges referred to .in the Report of 
Mr. Telford, March 1808, in that of the Committee upon it June 1809, and iu 
this present Report, 

' ' II — 

APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 



CONTENTS of the APPENDIX. 

j . — MAP, sliewing the situation, and also reduced Plans, of the several 
Bridges referred to in the Report of Mr. Telford, March 1 808 j ni 
that of the Comiuittee upon it, June 1809; and in tnis present 
Report. 

No. 2.— Mr. hENNIE’s Report to the Lords Commissioners of Ilis Msjelty’s Tressury, 8 April 1811: 



with Eftimates 'of the Expense of coiiftrofting Bridges over Loc7e Jveon - - pp. 5 to 7 

, 3,_Mr. TELFORD’S Snrvcys of New Galloway Bridge, Glcnltice Road, and Carlisle and Garis- 
town Road, 16 March iSlJ. PP- 8 dr 3 



Appendix, No. 2. 



Mr. RENNIE’S Survey of the proposed Line of Road from 
Dumfries to Port Patrick. 

5 London, April 8th, 1 8 1 r . 

I N consequence of the direftion I had the honour to receive from the Lords Comi 
missioners of His Majefty’s Treasury, dated the 29th of Oaober laft, 1 took 
the opportunity, while I was in Scotland in December laft, to examine as far as 
was praaicable, the line of Road proposed to be made from Dumfries by the 
Boat of Roan and Cree Town to Port Patrick ; I say as far as it was pratlrcable, 
because a very heavy fall of snow, which took place the day I got to Cree Town, 
and the flooded ftate of the Rivers Fleet, Dee, and Kenn, rendered it impraai- 
cable to examine the line of Road, or the proper site for a Bridge over Loch Kenn, 
with that degree of accuracy which I should otherwise have done : add to this, 
that no correra Plan or Sea'ion of the proposed line of Road had been made, nor 
was Mr. Morrison the Surveyor, to whom their Lordships referred me, at that 
time in the country. My view was therefore necessarily confined to an eye one, 
and the procuring of such information as those resident in the country could give 
me. On reporting the particulars to Thomas Hnghans, Esq. he desired me to 
give direaions to Mr. Morrison to make a Survey of the proposed Road from the 
Dumfries Road near Auchinreoch Loch, eleven miles from Dumfries, to the 
Newton Stewart Road, weft of Cree Town; which I did in January laft. This 
Survey has been made, and within these few days only has come to my hands ; 
but in the hurry of getting it finished, there are several matters which I have 
not been able to underftand. I trull therefore their ^ Lordships will allow me^ to 
make such alterations in my Designs, while the subjedt is under the inveftigation 
of a Committee of the House of Commons, as better information and more 
deliberate consideration may render necessary. 

The new Road is proposed to depart from the Road leading from Newton 
Stewart to Cree Town about three quarters of a mile weft of the latter place, 
and from thence it proceeds up the vale of the Money Pool Burn to Drumore. The 
higheft part of the ground in this diftria is about 462 feet above the Newton 
Stewart Road, and is about six miles diftant from it ; the rise is very regular, 
and in no place will it be greater than one foot in 35 ; but generally the rise 13 
not half of that quantity. A new Road is now making in this direaion, and 
indeed a great part of it has already been made. It has however been badly 
laid out, and will require to be altered in several places. From this summit, the 
Road descends gently to Drumore ; eaft of which it crolises the great Fleet River, 
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and then ascends up a vale to the ridge of high ground between thence and the 
1 .iule Fleer, the higheft part of whicli is 428 feet, and no part is the rise more 
than one ni 39. From the Little Fleet, the line of Road runs to Loch Skerro- 
and skirting the south side of that Loch, it descends gradually to Stroaii Loch- 
the Jteept’fl part is about one in 38. 

Loch Stroan forms the source of the River Dee, which, after passino- through 
a circuitous vale, discharges its water into Loch Kenn, between the^Ferry of 
Roan and a place called Loup Eye, a ridge of rocks which runs across*^ the 
Loch. 



The line of Road muft necessarily cross the Dee, near the place where it comes 
out of the Loch, and in this place a Bridge will be required, where the Dee is 
small i and Mr. Morrison informs me that the situation is favourable. From this 
place, Mr. Morrison has surveyed two lines, the one to pass down the Vale of the 
Dee and cross Loch Kenn at the Boat or Ferry of Roan ; the other, to recross the 
Dee at Newbridge, and pass down the South side of the Vale to Loup Eye, and 
there to cross Loch Kenn. At the former place the water of Loch Kenn is deep, 
but the channel is much narrower than at Loup Eye : it cannot be conveniently 
crossed, unless by a Bridge of one Arch, which will require to be i8o feet span • 
this can easily be done economically by a caft-iron arch, and even with such an 
arch the expense will be great, amounting, as per annexed Eftimate, to X. 14,201 
This IS far beyond what I expeaed it would coft ; but much of the expense arises 
from the badness of the foundations, all of which will require to be piled. 

I have made a Design for a Stone Bridge across Loch Kenn, on the ridge of 
rock.s at Loup Eye ; this Bridge is proposed to have five Arches, and the eftimated 
expense „is, .^.8,717. 

From Loch Kenn, Mr. Morrison has surveyed two lines, the one by the Vale of 
Laggan, to join the New Galloway Road at the Water of Orr; the other by Loch 
Lurkey, to join the Dumfries Road at Auchinreoch Locji. The former is not only 
tiielongeft by something mpre than three quarters of a mile, but the summit of 
the line is 61 feet higher; it is however more regular in its rise and fall, and 
Riere is less of it to make by two miles, on account of its jimftion with the New 
Galloway Road; and besides, the expense of a new Bridge over the River Orr will 
be saved, which muft be built if the other line is followed. Under these circum- 
llances, it will be a matter for consideration, which of the two lines will be moft 
advantageous for the country ; but even the ihorteft line does not rise more in any 
place than one in 36. 

The whole length of the new proposed Road, from its departure from the Newton 
Stewart Road weft of CreeTown, to its junftion with the Dumfries Road near 
Auchmreoch Loch, is 27 miles and 374 yards; which isftiorter than by Gate House 
and Caftle Douglas by eight miles. 

Materials for making the new proposed Road are convenient all along the line • 
and I have reason to believe that the ground in general is moft favourable. 

In respea to the danger of its being obftruaed by snow in winter, \ was to’d 
by several people who had the opportunity of knowing, that thisdiftriCl of country 
is less liable to such obftmetions than even the present line of road, on account of 
the vale in which it runs being in general wider and more open. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft humble Servant, 



To Richard Wharton, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Treasury. 



JOHN RENNIE. 



ESTIMATE 



t 
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ESTIMATE 



Of the probable Expense of a Bridge, with a Caft-iron Arch of i So feet span, 
proposed to be built over Loch Kenn, at the Boat of Roan. 



To excavating for Foundations, and pumping Water 
To Piling, Grating, and Stone for Foundation - - - - 

Masonry in Abutments and Wing Walls - - . „ 

To 46 1 i tons of Caft-iron in Arch, Plates, &c. - i/:. 

To Iron Rails - 

Worked Iron in Bolts, &c. - 5 tons 16 cwt. - *£.56. 

Centre setting-up Head - 

Making the Roadway over the Bridge - - . - - 

Contingencies - - _ j u - - *■ 



X. s. d, 
268 15 — 
932 .10 — 

3^345 

6,922 10 — 

75 

324 16 — 

790 

252 

1,290 9 — 



14,201 



ESTIMATE 



Of the probable Expense of a Stone Bridge, proposed 
over Loch Kenn, at Loup Eye. 



to be built 
t £. s. 



d. 



To excavating for Foundations, and pumping Water 
To Masonry in the Abutments - - , . _ _ 

To Masonry in Piers - - _ - - 

To - d® - in Arches ------ 

To - d° - in Spandrills 

To - - in Cornice and Parapets - 

To Centres - - 

To making the Roadway over the Bridge, and Approaches to d“ 
Contingencies - - • 

£ 





726 15 — 
877 14 _ 

1.976 19 3 

1,200 

717 

700 

.542 lO — 
1,137 12 9 



8,717 



Appendix, No. 3. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






Appendix to the REPORT upon the ROADS betxoeen 



Appendix, No. 3. 



Mr. TELFORD’S Surveys of Nezv Galloicay Bridge 5 Glenluce Road j 
and Carlisle and Garijloxon Road. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Majefty’s Treasury. 

I N obedience to your Lordfiiips’ Inftrudtions, dated the 29th June 1810, I have 
attentively examined the River Ken at New Galloway, and have caused a Map 
to be made, Ihewing the fituatiou of the ruinous Bridge, and also where a new one 
ought to be conftrudled. 

As the placing the former Bridge in the quick bend of the River was one prin- 
cipal cause of its deftruftion, I propose the situation for the new one in the middle 
of a llraight reach. This, as will be seen by the red dotted line upon the Map, 
is also more convenient for the general intercourse between Dumfries and 
Newton Stuart j and during the execution of the Bridge, by there being at present 
two Channels immediately above the proposed situation, the water may be alter- 
nately turned into either, to facilitate laying the foundations of the Abutments ; 
the Channel to be afterwards confined into a regular form, by cutting away a 
point of rock, and embanking each side of the river. From the annexed Sedlion, 
it will be seen, that it is only on the EaftBank that rock is found ; the reft is gravel, 
sand, and mud. On this account, and because floods are frequent and considerable, 
from the mountainous country above New Galloway, I recommend, that inftead of 
placing Piers in the channel of the river, as formerly, that one Arch of caft iron, 
1 50 feet span, be conftrufted in the manner flcetched in the Sedlion, In this case, 
the ftones which may be recovered from the old Bridge, fliould be employed in 
the new Abutments : Under these circumftances, I have formed the following 
Eftimate. 

ESTIMATE: 

Bridge, including Masonry of Abutments, Iron Work, and putting £. s. d. 

up Timber, and pumping water for Weltern Abutment - - 4,252 

Digging Foundations for Abutments, cutting and embanking the 
River, Banking at ends of Bridge, and making Road as fliewn by 
the red dotted lines on the Map - - - - ^ - 1,169 



^.5,421 



I have not made a separate Plan for the Bridge, it being of an equal span to one 
made for the Commissioners for Highland Roads and Btidgesi so that the same 
calculations answered for the Iron Work. 

In compliance with the second article of your Lordfliips’ Inftruflions, I exa- 
mined the diftridl of country through which a Road flionld be made to perfect the 
communication between Glenluce and Portpatrick. I have had an accurate sur- 
vey taken of the proposed Line, and likewise of the present Road by Stranraer, 
which are both fliewn upon the accompanying Map. From these and the annexed 
Sedlions will be seen, that a very direct and more level line of Road than the pre- 
sent may be made ; by which, out of 1 7 ^ miles, about 4 5 may be saved ; also, 
that the length of new Road to be made is 7 miles 675 yards. The expense of 
making a perfedl Road 30 feet in breadth, with the necessary Bridges, Drains 



and Fences, will be as follows: 

ESTIMATE: £. s. d. 

Road making, including extra Cutting and Embanking - - 

Bridges and Drains -------- - 875 

Retaining Walls, Fencing Land, and Damages - - - - 2,969 



^■8,859 

In 
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In conformity with the laft article of the said Inftrudions, I perambulated the 
Line proposed tofliorten the communication between Carlisle and Annan. The 
accompanying Map and Section will ihew thata line sufficiently near to level may 
be made, and which, out of 22 miles, the present diftance, would save about five ; 
and that it would besides be the means of converting two fiages into one, which 
with regard to time and expense, upon an average, may be reckoned at leaft equal 
to two miles more, or one-third of the present diftance. Not quite ten miles in 
length of new Road require to be made. 



ESTIMATE.; 

s. d. 

Road making, including extra Cutting and Embanking - - 6,709 

Bridges and Drains 825 

Retaining Walls, Fencing Land, and Damages - - - _ ^^553 



£. 13,202 



In the laft improvement, it may be proper to remark, that to the foregoing 
Eftimate muft be added, the expense of Bridges over the Rivers Elk and Sark, 
.as ftated in my Report of March 1808 j viz. 

£. s. d. 

Over the Efk at Gerifton ----- 6,880 

Over the Sark ------- 1,056 



£■ 7.936 



These two Bridges being absolutely necessary to render this part of the com- 
munication complete. 

London, 1 6th March 1 8 1 1 . THO^ TEL FOR D. 



119. 



C 
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